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To the Rivzht Horonrable, 
Tic miſt accot mph ed and exccllc; Lady, 
ihe L'& WW X 


ELIZABETH CAPELL 


DowAaGeE KR; 
NETLAy this diſcourſe appear as 
BOY TrAcious Mm Your Ces, a8 If 
lately ſeemed pleaſing andaccept- 
able to your ear. [shall not be- 
shrew my ſelf of my folly in let- 
ting it walk abroad, EF giving it 
leave to take the fresh air. Mas: 
dam,my obligations from you are 
very many,& the comforts which 
1 have hitherto enjoyed under 
Jou(ever ſmce 1 firſt took Santhu- 


ary in your Jani) not a few: 1 


have 


The Epiltle 
have lived to ſee many wave- 
ings EF toſſings in other mens for- 
tunes and conditions, whileſt [my 
ſelf have laid at anchor, and en- 
Joyed the ſeeetneſs of a ſecurere- 
tirement; and have beensheltred 
from thoſe ſtorms and tempests 
which have lighted heavy upon 
many.T his priviledgenextunader 
God, I dohumbly acknowledge to 
be owing to your Honour and the 
remembrance hereof affetts me 
with the ſenſe of a great Obliga- 
tron ; and this forces my modeſty, 
and} puts me upon the neceſſity of 
returning ( though nothing pro- 


por- 


Dedicatory. 
portionable , yet at leaſt) ſome- 
what in way of acknowledee- 
ment as apledae and teſtimony of 
my thankfulneſſe. And to let 
your Honour fee how ambitious 
Tamtobeaccounted grateful, I 
have adventured to do that now 
agaimſt which { ever had the 
greateſt averſation: which 18, to 
appear in Print. cAnd though 
what Þ[ here preſent you with, 
be no wayes worthy your eye 5 
Jet having been lately honoured 
with your ear , 1t 18 ever ſince 
grown proud, and will needs be 
gadding abroad, and ſee the fa- 


eh1ons 


The Epiſtle 
sh1ons of the world, with reſolt- 
tions (according as it likes it Sen- 
tertainment) tobringmoreofits | 
fellows after it. But , Madam, 
{ muſt remember that it 1s but a 
very ſmall diſcourſe which I 
here preſent you with, and 1 
mu} not widen the gates be- 
myond the proportion of the Ci- 
ties 1 doe therefore moſt hum- 
bly offer it into your Honours 
hands, and if you pleaſe caſt 
it at your feet 5 and in caſe you 
shall think ſo favourably of it, as 
to vouchſafe it now and then the 
Honour of your eye , and admit | 
FAA 
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Dedicatory, 

it graciouſly into your preſence,tt 
will reckon it ſelf highly graced 
and dignified,and not ambitiouſly 
defire any other patronage. 
eAnd howbeit ( [confeſs indeed) 
it is not fo properly calculated 
for your Family and relati- 
ons , (whoſe Loyalty hath been 
abundantly tryed in the Fur- 
nace, and have come forth 
glorious and Shining) yet 1 
( am proud to concerve) it 
may be of ſome Uſe to others, 
and if but to one, it is enough. 
| cAnd thus recommending both 

it 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

it to the favour of your gracious 
acceptance,and your ſelf andmoſt 
excellent relations to the prote- 
(Hon and bleſſing of Cod <Al- 
mighty, for a continuance of his 
comforts to you here , andafull 
conſummation of perfett joy and 
happineſShereafter, [do humbly 
take my leave of you, andreſt 


M AD AM, 


:/Your Hononur's 
Moſt highly obliged, and 
perfetly devoted * 
Servant and Chaplain 
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Luke 19. verſ. 27, 


But thoſe mine Enemies which would not that 
shonld reign over them , bring hither and ſlay 
them before me. 


2f Hcele words are parabolically uttered by our 

2 Saviour in the name and perſon of a cer- 

£5 tain Noble man, as we render the word *#»s %: 
** verſ. 12. Although it is plain by the fol- 
lowing Paſlages in the Parable, that this Noble man 

was none other buta King; for he took his journey tO * p,,mrw 
receivetohimſelfa*Kingdom : & heſeverelydeſtroy- ref. 9. 
edand puniſhed his rebellious SubjeQs in the Text, 32304. 
for not willing that he ſhould reign over them; f ©*#«* 6 
And this alſo may ſuite well enough with the +z44»s:" pan 
for though that properly relates to nobility of Birth, 9 "_ 
yet it excludes not the more excellent title and Arif. ib, r, 
office of Kingſhip, which is the higheſt ſtep of 4 nine. 
Honour and Nobility, and from whence are derived v/922«4@- 
(as ſtreams from their fountain or ſpring head) all thoſe *#5 
Tities of honour and nobility which do put a diffe- 
renceamong ſubjes, and make fome noble and ho- 


nourable above others. 


- 


A Now 


(2) 

Now I confeſs indeed that this whole Parable is 
myſtically and ſpiritually meant, and to be underſtood 
of Chriſt; /vz.) the inſtitution and eſtabliſhment of 
his Kingdom; the rebellion and oppoſition of the 
Tewes and wicked men againſt it; and then laſtly Gods | 
ſeyere judgement and vengeance inflited on them | 
for their rebellion. And if any ſhall contend this to 
be the onely proper and genuine ſcope and deſign of 
our Saviour's repeating it here to his Diſciples; for 
my part I ſhall not my ſelf contend with him a- 
bout it , but eaſily and readily grant what he contends 
for. : 

Howbeit, ſeeing the words ( without any reſpect 
to the delign and ſcope of their direQion and inten- 
tion) doe carry a good literal ſenſe in themſelves, a- 
grecable to the analogy of Faith , and the voices of 0- 
ther Scriptures; I ſhall accordingly for the preſent con- 
ſider them altogether under this grammatical ſenſe 
and conſtruction. And fo they are the words of a juſt- 
ly enraged and provoked King taking vengeance on 
a company of traiterous and rebellious SubjeQas. 

In them we have particularly conſiderable theſe 
three parts. 

1. The parties arraigned and condemned : thoſe 

mV; x5 Mine enemies. 

Hs wss, 2, The ground and reaſon of their arraignment 

and condemnation. Noleſle then an at of the higheſt 

robs un F*- Treaſon and rebellion, Who would not that I ſhould 

mare FE reign over them. 

Penn 3. The ſentence determined , - and paſſed upon. 

«27 #9 them, Bring hither and ſlay them before me. 

My 605 1 ſhall begin with the firſt of theſe , the parties ar- 
pos raigned, 
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raigned and condemned; [Thoſe mine enemies] now 
who or what theſe Enemies were, we have generally 
ſet down and deſcribed ver/. 14. they were «i moainy 
«rd/his Citizens, people that had lived long and hap- 
py under the proteQion of his government, had de- 
rived all their rights and priviledges from him, had 
epjoycd all their freedomes and immunities under 
him; and we will ſuppoſe too , that they had (worn 
tealty andalicgiance to him, which (if ſo) broughta 
new acceſlion of heinouſneſſeto their foul ſin of in- 
gratitude, (vjz,) breach of Oath and promiſe: And 
can any puniſhment be too great, or ſentence too e- 
vere forituch? who have 1o little ſenſe of their duty, 
make ſolittle conſcience of their Oathes , ſhew lo lit- 
tle reſpect and reyerence to the ſacredneſle of that au- 
thority to which / under God) they owed their very 
being and preſeryation. 

Should ſuch Enemies be connived at, to what pur- 
poſe then were Lawes, of what uſe then were Magi- 
ſtrates3 yea to what end did God Almighty ſtamp 
ſucha ſignal Item of * Nolize zangere,upon Regal Ma- Pſal.x: 
jelty and authority , Towch not mine avointed, not my 
unttos populos, my anointed people, not them cauſe- 
leſly and wrongfully : butmy «n&os Reges , mine an- 
ointed Kings and Princes, the heads and rulers of my 
people, nottheſe at any rate. 

Now is itaſinto touch them, and is it not much 
more linfull to affront them ? may not their perſons 
be touched rudely and irreverenlty , & can it be lefle 
then aſindeſervingthe higheſt puniſhment to frame 
Articles of Inditment and accuſation againſt them, 
to ſend abroad meflages of exception againſt their go- 

2 vernment, 
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(4) 
vernment; and inſtead of paying them their dacs of 
ready ſubje&ion and obedience to their commands, 
to leap preſently into theirthrones and chaires of ſtate 
and Majeſty? if ſuch offenders as theſe ſhould go a- 
way unpuniſhed , and that it ſhould be free and ſafe 
for eycry unquiet and ambitious ſpirit (who is onely 
an enemy to Majeſty, becauſe himſelf is not King; and 
a deſpiſerof governments, becauſe himſelf is haughty 
and proud, and tiinks ſcorn to beſubjeR) to prattiſe 
ſuch irregularities : then farewellall Lawes, all order, 
all goverament, all differenceof perſons , all enclo- 
ſures of civil title and propriety, all diſtinions of 
Meum and Turm; inaword, nothing but utter con- 
fuſion and deſolation, and turning all things upſide 
down, muſt needs be the unhappy produt and con- 
cluſion ofſuch dangerous connivances, This for the 
imoaxfry firlt conſideration oftheſe enemies; they were his own 
ew od. ſubzeAs and Citizens. 
2. A ſecond Conſideration of theſe enemies re- 
ſpeas their inward hatred and eamity towards him, 
uo w79 (ayes-that Fext, they hated him. See, it is ſaid 
indeed that they hated him; but there is no cauſe 
given of their hatred, no reaſon alledged of their en- 
mity; and 'tis no matter whether there were orno; 
for what rcaſon can be given, or cauſe alledged for 
WE ng, ſubjeAs hatred ofhis true and lawfull Sovereign ? at 
CRE leaſt what juſt cauſe, what warrantable reaſon ? * Ad- 
dus, fi non mit his government be cxorbirant, yet is his authority 
— venerable; grant his praQtices be vitious, yetis his per- 
ter ordi- ſon ſacred: admit the execution and adminiſtration 
nem Auguſt. ofhjis power be beſidesor contrary to law, yet is the 
queſt, Vet, & MA . 
Ne.Teſt.q.z5. derivation of his power by expreſle deputation _—_ 
oQ, 
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(s) 
' God, and that to be ſure is the ſupreme Law of all; 
| and therefore layes Solomon ,3 Curſe not the King , no* — 
not tn thy thoughts; it is not ſaid ofa good, or ajuſt , or 
apious, or a mercifull King onely, but of a King, 
qua King; curſe notluch a one,nonot in thy thought; 
| not onely not openly in the reproaches of thy com- 
mon and ordinary diſcourſes, but not ſo much as ſe- 
cret!y in any inward diſlikes and underyaluings of thy 
thoughts, though thouart ſure toeſcape unpunilhed, 
and not poſlible to be diſcovered by men. 
God Almighty to the end that he might alwayes (e- 
curc in us an awull reverence and yeneration of Ma. 
jeſty , harh not onely ſealed up our tongues from evil 
ſpeeches (according as we have it LAs 23. 5. Thou 
ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the Ruler of thy people ; ) but alſo 
our hearts from evil thoughts and ſurmiſings: we muſt 
notcurſe them at any cate, no not there, And ifnot 
that, then doubtleſs (by like proportion) not reproach 
them, not ſpeak (lightingly ofthem , not make irre- 
vecent approaches intotheir preſence, not publiſh their 
infirmities, not!eſſen their abilities, not heighten their 
deviations, not ſcruple their juſt and lawfull com- 
mands; in a word, not doany thing which may pro- 
bably tend to the leaſt abatement or diminution of 
Majeſty. And then (ee here the exceeding vileneſle of 
theſe enemies, they hated Him, their King. What, ;.u,w ain 
hate their King ? a perſon, whom God almighty 
hath ſignally honoured with his own name, ; Dzxz, D4z b 7Mal. 82. 6. 
eſtis, | have ſaid ye are gods; hath immediately raiſed 
up by his own proper ordination & conſtitution , « per 
me Reges regnant , by me Kingsreign; hath inveſted 
with unqueſtionable power and authority , where 4 Eccleſ. 8.4, 
the 


c Provg. 15. 


(6) 
a King is, there is power, and who want. 
the word com Wn a > hath advanced _ ” 
hat doc ; and made re- 
; unto him,w 'zance of Lawes » Al : 
- woe Son Juriſdiction and og himſelf; bee veces = 
nobis,0 exz x [ to none uUu . have 1NNe . 
uſtitiz tra* ſponſeable - inſt thee onely 
rs tran- w__ Davida King, _ Bathſh:ba, and — 
luerit , ate ou - dcath : but they *[N in per- 
tl; 57i2hto bc putto 1ctotheminp 
corrtp1pot*'s Vriahto oy he wrong was do! ly, * who 
{1 yero tu ex- , ts; and though _ ſhableby God onewy, 
ceſferis, quis JC _ vas the Gn punitha he onely ludge and 
te corripiet 3 (gy yet Y o Kings, and the 
I-quimur ed alone 1s ſuperiour t > = 
re => og enſurer oftheir AQions, | Characters of Majeſty 
[1 voluerts, & {ce what ſigna on, God Al- 
audis , © au es EO. zrence and veneration, Ge ec of 
— > authority , of reve 1 the perſon and office 
=_ _ mighty hath ſtamp'r _ names ſacred and —_ 
my bo oO max ir Office aboy 
Is qui ſe pro ings, enough t nce their 
"ng _—_ with men, and to _ ambitions and uſurpa- 
Greg Taro the aſpiring reaches po c to render their perſons 
ePlal,51.4. © hat he might be ſur d them in with a 
*God the tjons. T inviolable, he has hedge tmine 
oreiyruter ſacred andinvio moe Noltte tangere, touch no d ori 
of Princes, ialand peremp vine extraction an ot 
cialand p VIne Extract 
— Pp (pe inted; and to aſlert the - Ils it ſhis own ordi 
the _— anointed; ftheir office, himſelf ca 
Engl. Co} ination O 
1: nſtitution. dvance them 
fRom.13.2.nanceand co intend in all this to k d, though 
, z not : fmankin , 
ewrd [ym We do ndition ofm ; 
_ above the degrec — ee eneirnnd m_ - we 
hem in ing Poet, callt , 
5 we place t : ning roct, \ 
-*, Diviſum f e not with that faw 5 h God in power and 
Imperium Wedar d fellow-ſharers rea hs es eo. 
n : etn u 
cum Jove partners A our Faith teac ies; We 
. ICS 3 
Czfar habet, ſoveraignty. No, . nit ſuch flatter 
_—e not pert t have 
Mart. ligi0n will e dare no : 
ners, our re o them, w his 
. - nour t :yert tn1 
donot give this ho henſions of them y 
hts and apprehe 
theſe thoug 
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(7) x 

we fay of them, and the Apoſtle warrants it , that 
they arcs ew al.49i, Gods immediate ſubſtitutes and s Rom-13.4, 
deputies; his moſt proper Lientenants and repreſen- 
tatives upon carth: further yet this alſo we ſay of them, 
and Tertullian warrants it, that they are homines A:: Ad Scapul. 
Deo ſecundi, & ſolo Deominores , of men the very next + *- 
ſtep todivinity, andinferiour to none but God : nay 
further yet, this alſo we ſay ofthem, and .*. the an. -* 4225 n+ 
cient Poet warrants it, and one of greater authority 7#** #70 
then the Poet, S. Baſi{(Itakeit;) that they are dx 7; _— 
iwozrF ow, Of all other the livelieſt tranſcripts and nee og 
images of that Soveraignty and Supremacy which is y,,o 6. 
proper onely to Divinity. So that now though we | 
Deifie not the men, yet we magnifie their office; 
though we adore not theirperſons, yet we reverence Colimus 
their authority; we know them all the while to be but !mperate- 
men which ſhall dye, and Sons of men which ſhall Cn 
cre long be as grafſe, Andif haply their great power bis licer, & 
and command ſhould beguile them, and put cheats - 
upon them, and make them think otherwiſe ofthem bx@y = 
ſelves, yet by and by either a feaver, or an ague, or a 
fit ofthe ſtone, or colick , or gout, will ditcovcr the 
cheat, and ſhew that itis nothing ſo. 

Howbeit,though we have theſe common thoughts 
and opinions oftheir humanities, yer dare we not have 
the leaſt lighting perſ[waſions and apprehenſions of 
their authority. Gods command *is to Honour them, i 1Ter. 2.17, 
and at norate to hate them; he bids us to pray for, 
them, yea for them Kfirſt ofall, for them in the firſt 
place, and by no means to curſe them : His ordinance! gom.10.1. 
it is! that every ſoul be ſubjze&to them , yea to them m v=444es- 
as” the higheſt powers, and infcriour to no power 5-5 54744. 

but 
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| (s) 
but hisown; and who then can rebell, and arm him- 
ſeit againſt them, and not at the ſame time fight 
againtt God? This for the {ſecond Conſideration of 
theſe Enemies, reſpecting their inward hatred and 
enmity. 

3. The third Conſideration reſpects them in their 
poſture of aQtual mutiny and holtility, The open 
breaking out of their {edition and rebellion: They 
ſent a meſlage after him, ſaying , YVe will not have this 
mantoreignover us; lo weindced, but inthe Greekit 
iS my5o Guan inicen a, they ſent an cmbaſſage after him. See 
how ſoon they begin to King it themſelves; they 
(forſooth)} muſt be in the mode of great Princes, and 
muſt be diſpatching their Ambaſiadours , and ſending 
abroad their meſſages; & to whom do they ſend them? 
why to their King; well, but what kind ofmeſlage is it 
I trow? one would think that being a meſlage from 
ſubje&s torheir King , it ſhould be dreſſed up ia all 
the circumſtances of fear and reverence, of awtulneſs 
and trembling , of loyalty and fidelity , of ſubmiſſion 
and obedience, that poſlibly could be: but thisis no- 
thing ſuch, buta meſſage of open defiance and hoſtili- 
ty, a meſſage of utter diſclaimureand renunciation ; 
ina word ,a meſſage as full of rebellion and treaſon as 
words could poſſibly ſet it forth, nolumus hunc regna- 
7e, we will not have this man to reign oyer us. 

Well, but mark firſt what a fit time they take to 
ſend this meſſage after him; it was now in his abſence, 
now that he was upon his journey. All the while he 
was preſent among them we hear of none of thele 
carriages toward him, not a word of any ſuch meſſa- 
ges ſcatafterhim ; but being onwards in his journey 
they 
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they preſently take the advantage ofhis abſence , and 
then they ſend after him. See, the children of darkneſs 
| how wiſe, how cunning , how aftive, how diligent 
they arc in their works ofdarkneſle:ifany opportunity 
falls in their way which may advantage their wicked 
purpoles, how greedily do they catch at it ? how prc- 
ſently do they embrace it how adyantagiouſly do 
| they improve it and make uſeof it? Theſc enemies 
| (itis like ) had waitedalong time for an opportunity, 
| but could light of none fit and ripe enough for their 

purpoſe: and now the firſt that offered it ielf, ſee, 
how preſently they lay hold of it, what great adyanta- 
ges they make of it? Oh that the children of Light 
werealſo as wile and watchfull , and ſerious in their 
generations! that they were but in as good carneſt, 
would but take as much pains, and be at as much coſt, 
and make as many journeys, andlye as much at the 
catch in their waycs of piety, as ſinnersand wicked 
men doin their wayes and courſes of ſin. 

Well but they uttered not thele words in his ,.....,., 
preſence, but ſent them after him; and indeed, ;i-., 
had they done otherwiſe , their impudence would 
have been greater,and theirrudeneſlefar more ſtrange 
and wonderfull : for God Almighty hath ſtamp't ſuch 
ſecret characters of reverence and awfulneſſe upon 
the perſons of Kings, that thoſe very men who re- 
gard notthe authority at all, are yet many times great- 
ly afraid and awed with the Majeſty of the preſence. 
I have read of many in former times , and have heard 
of more of late times, who brought along with them 
miſchievous deſigns and purpoles enough againſt the 
life of their Prince , but when they came once into 

B their 
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their preſence,they wanted power toaccomplith their 
errands, and courage to perfect the execution of their 
wicked deſigns. And thereforetheſe men weſee were 
ſubtile and cunning in their wickedneſle ; and that 
they might work the ſurer, they difſembled an appear- 
ance of ſome modeſty and baſhfulneſs in their car- 
riages; they did not violently aflault their King, they 
did not formally arraignhim, they did not ercct an 
high Court of Iuſtice to try him, and judge him : but 
(though wickedly enough , yet ſomewhat more mo- 
deſtly) they took the opportunity ofhis abſence, «=is«.. 
Aau emo, they ſent after him. 

Well, but mark further a notable cl;mzax or grada- 
tion in their ſin; firſt, iw/wzw , they hated him ; next 
eniowas iniews they ſendafter him, next follows the full 
pcriod and conſummation of their wickedaeſle, an 
att of open diſclaimure and renunciation, « gp 2«c:- 
aivoy » We Will not have this man to reign over us. See X 
here Sin's uſual way of motion , how it moyes pro- 
greſſively, and creeps on by little and little, and im- 
proves by degrees; and one Sin is a ſtep to another, 
and every lefler Sin the diſpoſition and jn-let into a 

Nemo re- greater ; It is rarc that any man begins with great 
peote #* rare Sins at firſt, but (lips into them by degrees , and ordi- 
"+  narilyobſervesa kind of methodin ſinning, and com- 
monly begins firſt with evil thoughts, then with evil 
deſires, next with evil ſpeeches, after that with evil | 
actions, and laſt of all growes up into evil habits and 
cuſtomes:and then indeed is fin conſummate& perte@, - 
and hath all it's meaſures of viciouſnefle; when a man 
comes once to makea trade of fin , and hath left off 
'0 bluth at the conviction ofan evil ation; and doth 
begin 
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begin now to work uncleanneſle * with greedineſle,'s mots, 
and to make inning a matter of courſe and ne- Ephel. 4.:9. 


ccſlity, 

There is commonly in moſt ſpirits a natural baſh. 
fulncfle unto (1nnes of open fame and {candal,and men 
are at firſt ſhamefac't and modeſt, and their reputa- 
tion begins to be concerned, and their ſpirits to fly 
back and (tart at the odious names of cheſt, or drunken- 
neſle, or murther, or facriledge; neither does tac De- 
viluſually make theſe his firſt Le&ures , but common- 
ly begins firſt with ſmaller ſinnes, and ſinnes of leſlc 
publick notice and diſcovery, and entertains the (in- 
ner at firſt with the wantonneſle of an evil thought, or 
an idlemotion, and leaves him a while to make {port 
and play with this bait; but then having once well 
entred him here, and perſwaded him into an cafic 
yielding unto theſe, he with little adoe afterwards 
drawes him one ſtep further unto evil deſires and 
luſtings, as being of equall privacy and ſecrecy with 
the former; and now the heart being full of evil 
thoughts and luſtings , does naturally deſire to caſe 
and yeat it ſelf in (infull ſpeeches and diſcourſes , and 
is in ſome pain 'till it be delivered of them; and here 
the tongue begins firſt to diſſemble, next tolye,next to 
ſwear, next to blaſpheme : and the next thing thatthe 
man goesin hand with, isthe praQtice of evil ations ; 
& here alſo (as before) the Devil keeps him to his old 
method: and firſt learns the man the art of fraud and 
cozening , after that the practice of extortion and op- 
preſſion , afrerwards the trade of open theft and vio- 
lence; and by this time the manis grown a perfet 
artiſt and proficient, and istaught to (wallow any bait, 
and to (cruple at nothing. B 2 This 
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This 1 adde the rather to perſwade Chriſtians to be 
very wary and careful! ofthe firit motions and begin- 
ningsofſin, for he that calily gives way to aſinfull 
motion , cannot certainly tell where it will end, and 
how far it may poſſibly carry him. Holy David doubt- 
leſs was ſincerely pious and religious, and one,that had 
a propoſition of adultery or murder been made to 
him at firſt , would certainly have thrown away the 
motion and abhorred the propoſition, and have 
reckoned himſelf much undervalued, and have been 
very angry With the man that ſhould haye madeit : 
but yet you ſee how ſoon the entertainment of a ſin- 
gle luſt drew him onto adultery; and being gone thus 
tar, the regard of his credit and reputation did after- 
wards force him upon the neceſſity of moving a ſtep 
forwards , and of adding the commiſſion of another 
ſin , to conceal and hide the ſhame ofhis former folly. 
It has never yet been accounted ſafe playing an after- 
game with Sin; the ſureſt courſe is principiis obtare, 
to begin with itatit's firſt riſe, to cruſhit in the egge, 
to ſtifle it in it's firſt movings and beginnings ; he 
that will keep ſin out of his tongue or hands, muſt 
becarefull to continue alwayes a ſtri& and conſtant 
guard upon his heart , and obſerve every paſlage there, 
that there be never a chink or cranny left for ſin to 
enterin at; for the leaſt leak of all may let in water 
cnoughto drown the biggeſt Veſſel. But no more of 
this. 

I have hitherto ſhewn you the manner of 
theſe Enemies comport and carriage toward 
their King : come we now to examine a little 
the condition and nature of the meſſage which they 

ſend 
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ſend after him; a meſlage ( you will ſoon grant, I am 
ſure) of huge diſloyalty and dilaffetion, of the 
higheſt pride and inſolency; and to lay no more of ir, 
a meſlage of open and actual defiance and renuncia- 
tion , Nolummus hunc 7egnare , We Will not have this 
manto reign over us. How is that? we will not : why 
then is it wholly as we will: [s the title and office of 
Kings become now ſuch a precarious Title ? or do 
they hold their Crowns and Scepters altogether in 
Tenancy from the people, that it is in their choice 
and power, to King them or un-King them , to con- 
tinue them or diſplace them at pleaſure? ſayesnotthe qg,,, ,. ,. 
Divine wiſedome, per me Reges regnant, by me Rings 045,354 mn, 
reign ? isthere ever ſuch a word as per populum, in all 8x72's, «- 
that Charter, which mightentitle the people to ſome <4 += # &»- 
right and power in the choice of their ſupreme Magi. &* © 35 
ſtrate? Again, ſaycs not the Apoltle, The powers that Pb Py 
are, are ordained of God? So that here you ſee is the ;,., 
joint conſent and ſuffrage of both Teſtaments, to con- «Per. 2 13. 
firm and warrant the propoſition, that Magiſtracy is ©;**"" 
nota popular choice, not a humane creature, t buta,, *. 
divinc ordinance: and though * S. Petey indeed calls g,...;,, 
it az ordinance of may: yet muſt we not fo un- gn; wi 
derſtand the expreſſion , as if he intended it of +44n7n, x 
Magiſtracy in reſpec of the firſt riſe and inſtitution of + 4z« 0 
it, (which other Scriptures do expreſly affirm to be of ©=--»+ = 
God, and not ofman ) but in regard of the ſubject ® <5 


. "po" P: W r, 
wherein itis placed, and unto whom (of God)the due SAC 


exerciſe and adminiſtration thereof is committed : 1;b. 4.nurr. 
ncither (in reſpect of what follows in the ſame verſe) ** /oenn? «- 


. . 2 . . . {< [2 I nos 
can it be imagined that S. Pezey in calling Magiſtracy - ſimon 
an humane ordinance , had the leaſt deſign to.aflert afimls. 
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right and powerin people of creating and making their 
King : for this would be to maintain a flat contradi- 
ciion: inregard that Hi (the King) he Calls ſupreme; 
and if the King be ſupreme, then are the people in- 
fcriourto him 5 and that too , not one.y difttibutive- 
ly in reſpe&t of every (ingle and particular man 
(for this would be but ro advance him into the rank 
and order of the beſt and nobleſt fort of tnbjedts; 4 
goodly advancement for a King) but colictive- 
ly, as comprehending the whole matle and body 
of people. And as for that diſtinftion of //gulis 
major, but wmiverſis minor ; it is a notion as far 
ſhort of truth, as it is of antiquity : being a diſtia- 
ction of yeſterdayes invention onely, unknown to 
the Sages of ancient times, and on purpole deviſed 
oflate, toſerve the ambitious ends of ftome, who by 
making that unſound & dangerous polition the chief 
ground and reaſon of their actions,did thereby plainly 
bewray the weakneſs of their cauſe, & how little of (0- 
lid truth&reafon they hadto pretend for what they did. 
But to return to our bulinels ; it the chief Magiſtrate be 
{upreme,and the people inferiour to him, then can he 
not be the peoples creature:fortheCreator mult of nc- 
ccſlity be confeſſed ſuperiour tothe creature , and not 
the creature tothe Creator; neither is it poſſible that 
that which is made, ſnould be more noble and excel- 
lent then that which made it; ſo that ſhould it once be 
granted , thatrhe chicf Magiſtrate is the peoples crea- 
ture; it muſt needs follow , that the ſame things at 
the ſame time, and inreſpe& of the ſame, are ſupreme 
and not Supreme, inferiour and not inferiour. 
Butto give you all this more clearly in an example : 
and 
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and becauſe I will free my ſelf from the pretence of 

any exception, I will inſtance in the firſt King 

which was ever ſet up over the people of God, 

and that was Saul King of 7/rael. Now he, of wholc 
chooſing and ſetting up (I trow) was he? did the peo- 

ple choole him, was he their creature ,*and did they 

appoint him, and ſet him up over themſelves? nothing 

Ictle: they deſireda Kingindced, and went crying to 

Samuel that he would make therna King, 1 Sam. 8. 

But a King is, too noble and cxcellent a creature for 
Sammuel's making; accordingly he cartics this requeſt 

and deſire ofthepeoples unto God, to know his plea- 

ſure inthe matter; and he afterwards chooſeth them a 

King, and ſingles out the man , and deſcribes the per- 

ſon, and impowers him with commiſſion & authority, 

and cauſeth him to be brought before them ; & whea 

he was ſetbefore them, hark whatSamwel laid untorhe 

people, 1 Sam. 10. 24. See the man whom the Lord hath 

choſen; mark, it is not whom you, but whom the Lord 

hath choſen.* So that Kings you ſee are of Gods imme Aa node 
diate chooſing & ſetting up, the firſt King of all itis clear feunwwr, /uius 
was ſ0;& prim & ultimi par ratio,the charter holds a- j»[»& r:g:s 
like in ſucceſſion;accordingly it was well ſaid of * holy == eng = wr 
Auſtin. Dui regnum dedit Conſtantino Chrittano, ipſe illis rempori- 
aeatt Inliano Apoſtate, he that gave the Kingdome to og 
Conſtantine a Chriſtian , gave it allo to altar an ApO- Ireneus 1. 5. 
ſtate;there wasa very vaſt differenceinthe diſpoſitions © Þ* yg 
& qualities of theſe two Kings,the one a Chriſtian, the OE 
other an Apoſtate;the one a proteQor,the other a per- 
ſecutor; &yet you lee they both alke deriv'd their com- 
miſſions from the fame divine hand; and they nad both 


the ſame letters patents to produce fortheir authority, 
be 


(16) 
he that gave the Kingdome to the one, gavc it tothe 
other too ; he that (et up the one, ſct up the othe like- 
wilſc;he that made the one King, made the other King 
alſo. And then ſay, was it not a moſt frontlels and 
impudent ulurpation of power in thele Citizens to 
lay unto their King, Nolumns hunc regnare, we will 
not have this man reign over us ? 

Well, butisit then as they will? to continue their 
King, or to caſt kim oft; to pay homage unto him, 
orto rebell againſt him at pleaſure? Are Kings thus 
beholden to Subjects for their Allegiance? and is it 
a courtetie in them to pay it? and not rather their duty, 
yeathcir (pecial priviledge, more,thcir fingular happi- 
neſle, if they would (ce it. Call you this the way to 
x n:fc'w honour Kings, which the Scripture every where in- 
Pavid div culcates? is this to be ſubje@ to the higher powers, 

nam efſe tr4- . . ” 
{401m in Which the Apoſtle fo plainly commands, and that too 
«cio ordinis jy, words of molt peremptory and indiſpenſible im- 
_— :4-m POrtance, * Let every ſoul be ſubjeft ro the higher pow- 
rraditione po- x5 f- See I pray , how he extends theduty , how he 
frum jones layesitatthe doorof every particular mans concern- 

cat, ne Deo a 
injuriam fa- Ment; Letcevery Soul, High and Low, Rich and Poor, 
cerevid!ze- Noble and Ignoble; one with another all muſt ſubmit, 
(1,5 all muſtbeſubje&to the higher powers. Again, mark 
norem lecre- Well the expreſſion he uſeth, Ter every Souls now I 
 _ confeſs thatthis word /So#/) is many times put owt ze- 
x».Teft.q.zz. #5: IN SCripture tO {ignifie the whole man, and ſo it 
a%om.1.1z, does here too; butyetlin regard of what follows v. 5.) 
I cannot conceive but that the Apoſtle haply might 
havea ſpecial deſign in his choice of that word here in 
this place (v/z.) toimply the right and proper princi- 
ple of true Chriſtian ſubjeRion; that it be not a mere 
forced, 
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_ a task or impoſition of duty laid upon us, but as a 
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forced, or yet a formal ſubmiſſion altogether , not ore Significaw- 
2enus , Or genu tenus , not a lip ſubjeftion, Or a knee- tins dicit, Om- 
ſ#tjeftion onely, but a free and willing cbedience, a * ©... 
ſubjetion out of Conſcicnce, a ſubmiſſion out of gici, omns 
free choice and cleftion, that we do ex anime obedire, Homo , nine 


+" p | .  . telligeremus, 
obey from our ſouls ; paying, higher powers their tri- ,,,"77:m yes 
bute of all due ſubjeion and ſubmiſſion,not barely as noſtra , nn 
ſolum corpora 
_* | ; a n'ſtra, jed 
tender of willing choice and eleftion freely lowing eiam animar 
from us. And he that is ſuch a Subjet, and makes a Jeers (ho 
. . . . . rinctp1 
conſcience of his obcdience , is ſtraitly tyed up to a ſeeutaribus.n 
neceſſity of continual (ubjetion, and defires not to i que poſ- 
caſt off any yoke which Conſcience layes upon him; tka. pc 
Bur perſevercs conſtant and ftedfaſt in his duty , and jer. is locum. 
nothing can ſhake him out ofhis allegiance, or per- 20 ran" 
(wade him to diſloyalty, or tempt him to rebellion , ES 
* or to practiſe any thing againſt the perſon, or ho- ur quidgiam 
nour, orlite, or eſtate, or intereſt of his law full Soye- ——— 
raign; yea though an abſolute Tyrant, though an *1jefarm , 
open oppreſlor and grinder of his Subjefts, though of «go tame» 
a nature never ſofierceand intraCtable, of a ſpirit never mm. 
ſo hard and difficult, yet all this weighs nothing at all »4:um 4b eo 
inthe ball fConſcience, which carries the Law **2% 9en- 
inthe ballance of Conſcience, which Carries the Law 7550 0a 
and reaſon oftit's obedience in it's own breaſt; and {o ,«,, Bern. 
dothreadily anſwer whatſocyercan be objeRted inthis ##i/. 170. 
kind, with the Apoſtles two words , 445 wanted a, 75 ſum- 
4 . rum rericm 
I muſt needs obey; every dury ſtands firm and ſure ;.,4;cum 4; 
upon the feetof Conſcience; and therefore in whom. ere > wbss 
ſoever that is truly his principle of ation, thatman 117% 
y k p21 P , . all ,;zrelifta eſt; 
moves evenly and uniformly in every poſture of duty, dirir M. Te- 
. ST : : reat. ad C:x- 
and hangs not zz eq#u/librio , in an equal poile and in- Ce nh 
T:cit, Annal, lib. 6, aRom.1 3- 5. 
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differencie to cither parts of a contradiction; but ne- 
ccſlarily moves that way whither Conſcience drawcs 
him, and is indiſpenſably forced and put upon the 
practice of that, which Conſcience tells him is his duty, 
and he muſt do it, or he ſinnes grieyouſly, I have 
donenow with the firſt part ofthe Text, the parties 
arraigned, 
Proceed we on to the ſecond, the Cauſe and rea- 
ſon of their arraignment, implyed in theſe words, 
Who would not that 1 ſhould reign over them.) Inthe 
meſlage which theſe Citizens ſent after their King, we 
mect with words of foul ſcorn and contempt, of moſt 
vile leſſening and undervaluing; ſo mean and cheap 
(itſeems) he was in their eſteem and account , that 
they thought him not worthy a particular compella- 
tion; they ſcorned to call him by his proper name and 
_ title, butſlightingly pafſed him over with a plain and 
Hunc, deſÞi» common ==», We Will not have this man ( this ſorry, [1 
cientium eſt, . 
&> dedignan= Calic fellow, or indeed what ye pleale) to reign over us. 
rium nomine- And this indeed hath ever been the conſtant guile 
on and praQtice of mutinous and ſeditious ſpirits, when 
ever they went about, and had a mind to reſiſt and re- 
bell againſt the authority of their lawfull Soyereigns, 
ſtill to vilifie their perſons , and to leſſen and diſparage 
their parts; and in a word, to throw on as much 
load, andto caſt as much dirt upon the men ,as may 
be, to the end that by ſo doing they mightrender them 
more cheap and contemptible in the eyes and eſteem 
of the vulgar. An uſage which Machiavel ſolemnly 
taught his Scholars, with an 7m of Nolite obliviſct, 
and which hath been but too much praQtiſed of late 
years: and yet neither is this any thing more then 
what | 


| 
i, 
| 
| 
; 


UM 


(19) 

what is neceſſarily preparative to rebellion, and hath 
been the conſtant prattice of Rebells; (/=iz.) to be- 
gin firſt with reproaching the perſons of their Rulers, 
and poſſeſſing peoples minds with ſtrange reports and 
ſtories of the men; and this being once done, the 
Scene is fairly laid as they would have it, and they 
have a handſome opportunity for their purpoſe, and 
pcopleare willing to be helpfull and aſſiſting to them; 
and now the mask begins tobe laid aſideby little and 
little: and the next poſture which you ſhall likely 
find the men in, is in compleatarmes,, in ſome ſtrong 
garriſon, or pitcht field, in open confrontment and op- 
poſition of the power and authority of their King. 
Howbeit (if you mark it well) in this Kings charge and 
indictment here in the Text, there is nothing of all 
this recorded, nothing of their rudeneſs named , but 
only their rebellion puniſhed, not their previous inci- 
vilities towards his perſon mentioned , but barely their 
preſent contempt of his authority ſentenced. And was 
not this Crime enough, you will ſay, Crimen leſs Ma- 
Jeſtatis, a Crime of the higheſt poſſible Treaſon? what 
can be more treaſonable then this? or indeed is trea- 
ſonablein compariſon of this ? what, to ſay ofa King, 
nolumus hunc, we Will not have this manto raign 0- 
ver us? and conformably thereunto to endeavour 
actually the diſpoſſeſſiing him of his Regal power and 
authority? Can Subjets poſſibly do more againſt 
their Soveraign? yes they may do more, and late ex- 
amples have told us they may do more, (I ſpeak not 
of a Licet what they lawfully may do, for ſo indeed 
they may not do ſo much ; but of a faFum «, what 
ſome ſubjzeas wickedly have done) they may alſo 
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adde fury to their rebellion, may lay violent hands up- 
on their Soveraign , may draw up articles of Indict- 
ment againſt him, may cauſe him to be brought 
before their Tribunals, and thence paſſe ſentence of 
death upon him; this they may do, for ſome we 
know have done it : But tell it not in Gath, publiſh it 
not intheſtreets of CAskelon ; leſt the daughters of the 
Philiſtines rcgoyee,, bift the daughters of the uncircum:- 
ciſed triumph. 

How beit theſe Rebells in the Text , were not ſuch 
through proficients; they had not as yet learn't the 
art of killing of Kings, and of putting their lawtul 
Princes and Soveraigns to death : accordingly you 
ſee they laid not violent hands upon his perſon , but 
only remonſtrated their diſaffetion to his govern- 
ment; they drew not up articles of Inditment againſt 
him, but onely caſt off all yokes of obedience and {ub- 
jection to his authority; their rebellion was not dreſt 
upin like formalities and circumſtances with others 
ota later edition, onely,noluerunt regnare, they would 
not have Him to reign over them. 


And why not Himl trow? was it for any miſde- 


. meanors in his government? or for his cruelty and 


ſeverity towards them ? or his Tyranny and uſurpa- 
tion over them ? No, noneof theſe reaſons are al- 
ledged; and we may probably conclude they were 
not pretended, becauſe not alledged. But they will 
have him nolonger King, becauſethey will, at pro 
rationevVoluntas. Andthisindeed, would but people 
ſpeak out, is the plain Exg/;/þ of all rebellion, nolunt 
regnare , they will not have any King to reign over 
them: well, but where layes all the exception ? not ſo 

much 
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much againſt the perſon of their King, qua Man, but 
his Office, qua King ;. for it is not ſaid noluerunt eſſe, 
they would nothave him to continue and remain a- 
mong them, but x07 regnare, not torcign over them, 
notto be ſuperiour to them, notto have any place of 
command or power, or preheminence above them ; 
ſothatit was not ſo much the perſon of the man, as his 
authority, all this time, which they fired againſt, and 
did ſtrike at; and made uſe onely of the perſon, 
tothe end thatthrough his (ides they might mortally 
wound and deſtroy the authority it ſelf. And this in- 
deed is the whole bone of the controverſte, Men 
are proud and aſpiring, covetous and ambitious; they 
would all be Kings; and this makes them deſpiſers of 
government, diſobedient to Lawes, undervaluers 
and contemners of thoſe in places of command and 
authority. I think I may very truly ſay it, that ſcarce 
ever yet was there a profeſſed Rebel in the world, 
who did notallthe while carry a King ia his belly, 

Would but the Church have made Pelagins 
Biſhop, it might haply have been freed of his here- 
ſie; might but Corah, Dathen and Abiram,have been 
all ofthem Prieſts, jt is like they would not have dif- 
turbed the Congregation with their ſtrange fire: and 
Facite me Romang Eccleſge epiſcopum (laid Pretextatus 
a heathen to Pope Damaſus ) & ero protinus Chriſtia- 


'n#us, an ingenuous confeſſion, Make me but once 


Biſhop of Rome, and 1 Wwl preſently turn Chriſttan. 
Thereis uſually in all ſeditious and diſcontented peo- 
ple, a ſpirit of much pride and ambition, and they 
are generally ſick ofa tympany, and their ſpirits be- 
gin to ſwell and grow big, andto quarrel with their 
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condition; and Pelagius muſt be a Biſhop or he will 
turn Heretick; and Dzozrephes muſt have the prehemi- 
nence given him, or he will breed great ſtirres in the 
Church; and Pretextatus mult be made Pope, and 
wear a miter, or he will not turn Chriſtian; and this 
is that which puts men ever and anon upon ſtrange 
and deſperate deſigns: and becauſe nothing can like- 
ly more ſerve their turns then pretences of Religion 
and reformation , tomake Them commonly the ſtra- 
tagems and expedients of their ambition : for they ob- 
ſerve moſt people to be naturally much delighted and 
pleaſed with pictures and images of Religion; and if 
they obſerve a man to pray long, orto faſt often, or 
to be zcalous againſt ſuperſtition, or to be open 
mouthed againſt prophaneſle , or to have a mortified 
look, ora ſullen eye brow , preſently they cry him 
up for a Saint, and heis voiced abroad for an heaven- 
ly man; not conſidering all the while how his Prin- 
ciplesare laid, and whereat his Religion may poſſibly 
bedeſigned: and we our ſelves haye lived intimes 
which may ſufficiently convince any ſober man, that 
the forwardeſt profeſſors and greateſt talkers of Reli. 
gion, arc not alwayes the beſt Chriſtians. 

But theſe {z%« in the Text were no ſuch pre- 
tenders of Religion , they wanted a mask of devotion 
to caſt over their face ofrebellions they were right- 
down rebells; and if any rebellion be better then 0+ 
ther, this isthat : their deſign was rebellion, and they 
profeſſedly owned it : and ſo their wickedneſs (though 
vileand bad enough) wasby ſo much leſle ſinfull, as 
it was more plain and ſimple: they did not ſugar 
it over with pretences of Religion, or drefle it up with 
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the garniſh and falſe colours of devotion, but plainly 
told him their mind, noluerunt regnare, they would 
not have him to reign over them. 

And thus now having hitherto diſcovered to you 
theirguilt, I preſume you will ay it is high time that 
the men be brought to ſpeedy execution; which alſo 
brings me to the third and laſt part of the Text; the 
ſentencedetermined and paſſed upon them, «247: a9, 
bring hither and /lay them before me. 

In which ſentence we have two things conſider- 
able, 

Firſt, the ſeverity ofthe puniſhment. 

Secondly , the ſpeedy execution ofthe ſentence. 

The firſt you have implyed in the name Pat ane 5 ſlay From oh&T w, 
them, deſtroy them, cut their throats , wore pecudum, i quo 5$«- 
as we uſually ſerve beaſts; and good reaſon for it too, 7 jugulum- 
that they who by their ſin had degenerated beneath - | 
T| the common civility and ingenuity of men, ſhould *©""ne 


awry; Oi - 


now intheir puniſhment be dealt with, and eryed af- ,,,,,., 
terthe manner of beaſts. Thucyd. 
Again the latter, thatalſo you have intimated in the 
«4m «9x, bring them forth hither : He would not (it 
ſeems) have the ſentence deferred , and put off from 
day to day, but be preſently put in execution, and his 
own eyes mult be witneſles of the vengeance , bring 
them hither and lay them before me. And why, in this 
ſin of theirs there were two things to be conſidered; 
Firſt, the horribleneſle of the faQtit (elf. 
Secondly, the evil example which it gave : both 
which did call for a ſpeedy execution ofjuſtice, tothe 
end, that neither by the long delay and ſuſpenſion of 
= vengeance, the courſe of juſtice might be ſtopped, 
nor 


ſude 22, 
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. (24) 
nor by a general Att of pardon and oblivion,others be 
encouraged and emboldned unto the like wicked pra- 
Cticcs. 

Now the obſcrvation which I ſhall raiſe from both 
theſe, isthis; Thata ſpeedy execution of puniſhment 
upon notorious Offendors and malefaftors, is a ne- 
ccſlary Ae ofjuſtice, and a ſealonable mercy to a Na- 
tion. I grant indeed that mildnefle and clemency, 
that pardon and tenderneſle are ſpecial virtucs in a 
Magiltrate; and S. 7vae's rule is very good, and 


worthy the imitation of ſuch perſons : «:; # burns , of 


ſome have compaſsion , making a difference : howbcir, 
though ſuch are to ſhew mercy at times, yet they muſt 
docit(you fcc) algceniyps, and it muſt bedilpenſed 
with a difference: All ſpirits are not capable of mer- 
cic, allpcople arc not proper for mercic ; and tobe 
ſure,not ſcandalous, not notorious Offendors. Oh no; 
ſuch muſt be made examples, and be brought to 
ſpeedy tryal; and it is much more mercy to puniſh 
them, , and to let the ſentence of juſtice paſſe npon 
them here, that neither themſelves in their perſons, 
nor others by their means, and the encouragement of 
their impunity, may periſh eternally hereafter. Andin- 
deed, theſe quick and ſpeedy proceedings againſt ſuch 
Oftendors, they are of very greatuſe in a Kingdom, 
and do ſerve to feveral important purpoſes. 

Firſt, they are excellent expedients in themſelves, 
and the readieft and likelieſt means to prevent publick 
judgements and calamitics. When the Magiſtrate 
oncedrawes his (word of juſtice againſtſin , then does 
Godalſo begin to putup his ſwordof vengeance, and 
commonly not betore. The Scriptures afford us va- 

ricty 


LIMI 


(25) 

ricty ofexamples in thiskind, When 7ſbuaand his 
men went againſt 27, The people of Az ( ayes the 
Text) came out againit them and [mote them , aud cha- Jof. 7.5, 
({d them away; this preſently filled 7:/h4u4 with won- 
dering and admiring at the ſtrangeneſle of the diſcom- 
fiture, that ke who had fought ſo many victorious 
battels hitherto , ſhould now be affronted and chec- 
ked by ſuch alittle paltry City , ſuch an ioconſiderable 
handfull of people: well , but mark the courſe he 
takes, he goesand complains, and prayes, and cryes 
heavily unto God ; but God's cares atc uſually ſtop- 
ped to praycrs which are not attended with juſtice. 
All his complaining, and praying, and crying pre- 
vailed not with God Almighty; No, he muſt have 
juſtice upon MalcfaQtors done firſt: there was in 70- 
(aua's Camp one eAchan, who had lately committed 
a great (in, and deſerved a great puniſhment, and un- 
| . till execution be done upon him, 7oſpuamay complain 
and cry ifhe will, but ſhail be ſure to be worſted. An- 
other like example we have 2 Sam. 21.1. There Was 4 
famine in the dayes of David three yeares , year after 
year; and David enquiredofthe Lord, and the Lord 
anſwered, it is for Saul and for his bloudy houſe, becauſe 
he flew the Gibeontites ; well, ſeethecourſethat David 
takes, hecallsforthe Gibeonites, and asks what re- 
parations he ſhould make them, that they might bleſs 
theinheritance of the Lord; And the Gibeonttes ſaid 
unto him, we will have no ſilver , nor no gold of Saul nor 
of his houſe, But the man that conſumed us , and that 
| deviſed miſchief againſt us , that we ſhould be deſtroyed 
from remaining in any of the coaſts of Iſrael : let ſeven 
| men of his ſons be delrvered unto us , and we Will _ 
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them up unto the Lord in Gibeah of Saul : and this b*- 
ingduly performed and executed , mark rhe iflue , the 
famine pre{ently ceaſed; and there was a ſpeedy re- 
tura of plenty and abundance agiin. But moſt me- 
morable above any other is that example of Ah:b, 
1 Kings 20. who for ſparing and ſnewing kindneſſe 
and favour tO Bexhadad, whom he ſhould have de- 
ſtroyed and lain, received this heavy doom from the 
mouth of God, wey. 42. Becauſe thou haſt let go out 
of thy hand a man whom [ had appotnted unto utter de- 
ftruttion, therefore ſhall thy life go for his fe, and thy 
peeple for his people. A Text which ſhould make Ma- 
giltrares very wary and cautious, leſt the mercy which 
they ſhew to MalefaQors, do over a while rebound 
ba. kin hcavy judgements either upon themlelves or 
their poſterity. 

Bur then ſecondly, ſuch ſpeedy proceedings are al- 
ſo great checks and reſtraints to ſin. Nothing does 
more awe wicked men into good order and dilci- 
pline, and make them more afraid of finning, and bind 
them over to their good behaviour; then a ſpeedy 
execution ofjultice upon Offendors : for he that ſecs 
ſuch men pun.ſhed before his eyes, though he makes 
no conſcience atall of the evil ofthe ſin , yet will he 
ſo'ncwhatr tremble , and be afraid of committing the 
ſame faR, for fear ofincurcing a like puniſhment. Ir is 
true indeed, were all men ing2niouſly and virtnouſly 
ſpirited, asthere would be no occation, ſo would there 
be as little need and uſe of ſuch ſeverities; but you 
know what the Apoſtle ſaves, Lex non poſitz ft juſto, 
the Law is not made for arighteous man, but for ſin- 
ners and wicked perſons, to reſtrain and hinder them 

from 
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ſrom ſinning; and common experience (tooevident- 
ly) proves it, that the Magiſtrate contributes much 
more to the ſuppreſſion of vicein a nation , by one 
ſtroke of his ſword, then do many others, by a whole 
life of pious example and doctrine. Yea and for this 
caule too ſayes the ſame Apoſtle Row. 13. 4. is the 
Swerd of juſtice put into his hand, that he ſhould be 
(!xdine iis plu) ans avenger of Wrath to every one that 
aeth evil, 

Again thirdly, ſuch ſpcedy proceedings are alſo 
great preſervatives of pcace and quiet in a nation. 
Nothing does ſooner ſtifle rebellions, and ſuppreſſe 
tumults , and appeaſe murmurings, and diſcourage 
wicked devices and conſpiracies then theſe: hence 
ſayes Solomon of Righteouſneſſe,(a main part whereof 
you know conſiſts in timely diſtributions of puniſh- 
ments ) that zz exalteth a nation , Prov. 14.3 2. that is, 
makes it rich and populous, fate and ſecure, Mini- 
ſters may preach their hearts out , and ſtudy to deviſe 
motives, and to preſcribe rules of peaceable living; 
but when all is done, the Magiſtrates ſword muſt have 
a great ſtroke in this work; he is the fitteſt zludpps, 
and the likclieſt of all other to keep the peace: and 
therefore ithe oace growes remiſle and backward in 
his executions ofjuſtice, itmakes people proud and 
ſcornfull, and confident, and preſumptuous; and eve- 
ry ſingle {inner eſcaping unpuniſhed, puts hope into 
thouſands, that they alſo may doe fo too: and ſoin 
the efte&, .a mercy ſhewn to one, proves a cruelty 
done to many. 

Again fourthly and laſtly , ſuch ſpeedy and timely 
proceedings are great gladdings and rejoycings tothe 
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righteous and good people of the land. The righteous 
Pial. 58. 19. ( {ayes holy David ) ſhall regoyce When he ſeeth the wven- 
geancez and inperditioneimpiorum(layes Solomon) erit 
Prov. 11 «1% g/audatio, when the wicked periſheth , there is ſhout- 
1Sam.17.52.ing: When Goltah Was ſlain, the people roſe up and 
ſhouted for joy : when the Fgyprians were drowned, 
Aoſes penned that admirable wo, Exod. 15. when 
Siſera was overthrown and kil'd , Deborah and Barak 
fell to compoling their ſong of praiſe and thankſgi-. 
ving, 1udg. 5. when Hamany was hanged upon his 
lofty pair of gallows, the 7ewes preſently inſtituted 
their feaſt of Purim, dies epularum & letitie , dayes of 
general feaſting and rejoycing , Eh. 9g. Not that the 
righteous do(properly)take delightand pleaſure in the 
deſtruQtion of any man; onely it glads them to ſee 
Lawes openly vindicated, juſtice duly executed, fin 
timely puniſhed, and open marks of reproach and pu- 
fe ms niſhwent ſet upon wicked men; *and ſuch ſights as 
pera puniun , 
tur, laudan- theſe cannot doubtleſs but make eyery righteous man 
ur bona; 2/4 quch applaud and comfort himſelf in his choice of 
enim punitio , X 
malorum, laws INNOCCNCYy, and the conſtant uſe and praQtice of a vir- 
eſt boorumz tyous life. 
moo gg And now all that I ſhall adde more as to the appli- 
Rom. cation of this point, is a word onely of exhortation; 
and 1 ſhall dire it chiefly to Magiſtrates, and perſons 
in places of command and truſt, and into whole hand 
the (word of uſtice is put, & to whom ſpecially the ad- 
miniſtration of Lawes belongeth: neither ſhall I take 
upon me the baldneſs to preſcribe rules and forms of 
juſtice to them : but as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and in 
the bowels of Icſus Chriſt , I do moſt humbly beſeech 
all ſuch , that, for Gods ſake , for the Kingdome and 
Churches 
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Churches fake they would be couragious and ative 
in theirſpeedy and exemplary Executions of Iu/tice up- 
on Offendors and MalefaQors : Thoſe Aalefattors e- 
ſpecially, then whom (next unto thoſe that crucified 
our Saviour) the Sun never yet ſaw any more impu- 
dently lewd and wicked. What, ( ſaid Pate to the 
Tews concerning our Saviour) Shall 7 crucifie your 
Xing ? ſpeaking as one that admired and wondered at 
the ſtrangeneſs ofſuch an At. Bat , ſee, what an hea- 
then admired and wondered at, ſome Chriſtians have 
ſince pratiſed. But I muſt not honour them with that 


Toh. 19. 15. 


12925» 214g, With that worthy name; rather, ſome that 1am: 2+ 7: 


called themſelves Chriſtians, and would needs be ac- 
counted ſuch : butlet not our adyerfaries caſt this in 
our teeth, Exierwnt e nobis, they went out from us, 
they were not of us, who did theſe things, and indo- 
ing what they did , they un-Chriſtned themſelves. It 
is impoſſible for any Chriſtian to arrive at ſuch an 
height of impiety , but he muſt firſt quit his religion, 
and ſhake hands with his Chriſtianity : for if any thing 
can poſſibly tye up men to Lawes and Government, 
to duty and allegiance, to obedience and reverence 
toward the perſons of Kings, it is doubtleſſe 
Chriſtian Religion. Howbeit , to men that hayc once 
out grown all ſenſe and modeſty of conſcience, ſuch 
tyes and obligations are but as a fence of cobwebs, 
which they can eaſily break through at pleaſure, and 
laugh at when they have done. And ſhall not ſuch 
Offendors be puniſhed ? ſhall not ſuch MalefaRors 
have ſpeedy and exemplary juſtice done upon them ? 
is itnot fitthat theyſhould? is it not juſt andneceſſa- 


ry that they ought? Under the CHoſaical Law, no: 
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land which had innocent bloud ſhed in it, could be 
_ 1, but by the bloud of him that ſhed it, Nw. 35. 
Now was that ihe Law for common and ordina- 

os dons! ? docs that bring ſuch a lin ? does that intail 
ſuch a cucle ? does that leave ſuch blot and ſtain up- 
on a Nation, thatthere isno waſhing it off, no poſlible 
cleanſing and Wiping it out, otherwiſe then by the be- 
ſome of vindicativcjuſtice and vengeance? and ſhall 
we have cheaper thoughts , and make leſſer account 
of Royal Sovycraign bloud? does that call loud for 
vengeance, and does not this cry much louder? will 
not God be friends with the nation, where that is ſi- 
lently connived at, and paſſed over? and will he likely 
ever be reconciled to that Kingdom whereThis is not 
ſeycrely puniſhed? You know what great difference 
the Scripture puts betwixt the life of Kings, and of 
Subjects; making one drop ofa Kings bloud 6fmore 
worth ard value then many large quantities of the 
bloud of ſubjets. 7f we flee away (laid the men of 
Iudah to David) they Will not care for us, and if half of 
5 dye, they will not care for us. But now thou art more 
Worth then ten thouſand of us ; (ce the diſproportion! 
ren thouland , to one. And does not God (think you) 
expect that we ſhould obſerve a like proportion in 
our inquiſitions after the bloud of Kings ? And doubt- 
leſs it is nothing leſſe then a ſpecial miracle of mercy; 
that we have been ſpared all this while, and that our 
land (the unhappy Scene of allthis wickedneſle , hath 
not long ſince become as Sodom , and been madelike 
unto Gomorrah : and yetdid we not ſtand here , but 
have been daily adding to our meaſure of fin, and 
pickling up other horrible crimes ( which though in 
horrour 


(37) 
horrour and magnitude not equal to the former, yet) 
ſuch as the innocence of former times would hive 
bluſhe at, and the modeſty of our fore fathers have , 
been put out of countenance to hayc heard fo much 

as mentioned, But Eras parentum , prjor .4viS , tul:g Horat. 
n.s5 Nequiores; wearea viperous generation, a thri- 

vi- glort of ſinners, people that have out-done the 

immodcſties of former MalcefaQtors, and devited 

new arts and (tratzgems to commence Excellent in 

wickedneſle, an4 to try how far it was pcſlibic rolin. 

Many ſtrange, many horrible things have of late yeares 

been done among(t us; and bloud hath been as com- 

mon in our ſtreets as waterz and the murder of | 
Chriſtians, as the ſlaughter of beaſts. And no won- ; 
der neither, for having once leaped over this higheſt 
fence, and adventured that upon the life and perſon 
of their Soveraign , which never yetentred into the 
thoughts of the moſt heathen and barbarous peo- 
ple , ( tobe ſurenot dreſt up in like formalities ) what 
tyes of Lawes, or obligations of Conſcience , or mo- 
tives of Reaſon, or arguments of Modeſty can be 
imagined of ſtrength and force ſufficient to re- 
ſtrain ſuch ſpirits from breaking out into any open ; 
violences which unbridled fury and frenzy can poſſi- 
bly ſuggeſt ? Is irlike chat choſe ſalyages would after- 
ward grow tender and ſ{queam:ſh, and make a con- 
ſcience of the bloud of their fellow-{\ubjzeas, who were 
ſo prodigal of their Soveraiges: And yer,fay | beſeech 
you, has not this been our manner of hving for theſe 
twelve yeares rogether?how hath our land been made . 
another i_Acel/41114, 4 field of bloud ? and this King- 
dome of ours ſo famous in the Hiſtories of former 
times, 
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times; for modeſty and civiluy, forjuftice and cquity, 


for Religion and reformation, for excellent Lawes 


and government, ocen changed intothe rudeneſle of 
a wildernefſe, a dominion and habitation of Wolves 
and Tygres? Oh the abundance of innocent bloud 
which hath oflate ycarcs been ſhed among us! the 
cry whereof hath alrcady pierced the Heavens, andis 
comeup into the carcs of the Lord of hoſts, and is 
importunate, and will not be ſatified: and many ſouls 
of them that have been barbarouſly (lain for the word 
of God, and for the teſtimony which they held , doc 
at this very time lye under the Altar, calling out and 
crying with loud voices, HoW long of Lord, holy and 
1rue, doſt thou not avenge our bloud on them that dwell 
ou theearth? Andyctncither isthisall ; there hath of 
late yearcs beena very great reproach and ſcandal 
brought upon the Proteſtant religion, andthe wound 
hath gone deep, &our enemies do rejoyce & laugh at 
it, andthereisno way poſlible to wipc it oft, butby 
the exemplary puniſhment of them that brought it. 
And untill this bedone, 1 fear God will not be per- 
tcaly reconciled unto us, nor our Church ever able 
togctup, norour Kingdome ever recover intO it's 
ancient happineſſe and ſecurity; but ſtill there will be 
fcars, and plots, and jcaloulies, and continual parties 
and factions among(t us, and wicked men will be em- 
boldned unto ſtrange attempts , and good men much 
diſcouraged in waycs of loyalty and obedicnce. It is a 
notable example for Magiſtrates , that which we have 
recorded, P/4/. 106. 30. Thenſtood np Phineas and ex- 
ecuted judgement, and ſo the plague ceaſed; See, juſtice 
timely executed, it ſtayes plagues, it haſtens mercies, it 
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removes and puts by judgements. We muſt not 
think that God will be reconciled to our land barely 
by our praying, or preaching , or faſting, and the like ; 
nay burhe will havejuſtice executed withall, and ſin- 
ners ſhamed , and MalefaQors brought to condign 
puniſhment; whenthat work is once over, then if 
(afterwards) we return to him in the exerciſe of thoſe 
holy duties, we may hopetully expect that he allo will 
be friends with us, and will delight todwellamong 
us, and to do us good; and will bea wall of braſs about 
our Kingdom, and will defend the perſon of our 
King, and will rcſtore to our Church her ancient 
rights and honours, and willrain down bleſſings in- 
to our laps; and we ſhall notbe any longer a reproach 
anda ſcorn, and a by. word to our neighbours; but 
a joy tovur friends, a terrour to our enemies; and 
ſhall enjoy a laſting ſucceſſion of much peace, and 
plenty, and happineſs in our land : and (ina w rd} 
when we have once made ourkingdom terrom juſtriie 
a land ofrightcouineſſe, by removing rhe wicked from 
out of it : then will Godalſocontinue it to us for ever, 
terram vViſionis, another Goſhen, a land of light and vi- 
loa: Amen. 


Numb. 3 5.31. 
Cl oreover, you ſhili take no ſatisfitton for the life 
of a murderer , Which is guilty of death; but he ſhall 
ſurely be put to death. 
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